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The following is from the Rev. Oris THompson, of 
Rehoboth, in reply toa notice we took of a fuueral 
ermon of his, in our Magazine of February 17th, No. 
34, this volume. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


Sin,—As you saw fit, in your No. of the 17th inst. 
{o ask several questions respecting some observations 
of mine, in asermon, from Hebrews s. 31, I trust you 
will deem it but candid, to make the following brief an- 
swers, as public as you made the questions. 

I would premise only, that if is not necessary nor 
nostible, for a stated preae her, to stop to prove, in each 
sermon, every position, which he may advance. Many 
things he may, and must take for granted, as «lready 


oak ds ; ish é 
established in preceding discourses, and as beheves 
by bes bearers. And. ** when such sentinsents are beld 


foril:.?? as have been previously and offen proved, it is 


believed, that the evidence by wi ich they have been! 

cup ported, will * occur to people in general,’ who pos 
» a common share of recolicction. | shall answer 

the questions, in the order, i which they were put. 

| **'Lhe apostle plainly has reference to the future 

© »-and condition of such as hereafter become the 
subjects of the punishing Justice of God. Question, 
-hiow does ttre preacher know thi Answer, He 
kev = it Dy the * words whieh the ay st]e nsed.? which 
imeciately precede, and lay a foundation for the 
mt re rect on in the text; which words are quoted 

i vel in ft seripon. In these words, the apostl 
cs. pot c t lement, such as was in- 

ed uy i? pore. er be nunhered them 

{ / pindianation, fexrrfully look- 

‘ ” than death, which was tl 
ot inflicted uj the despi- 

voces jaw: a punikbment, in wiich God will 

his merey, but his vengeance, and recome- 

Li siti wiliully, after having 

‘ nowledge the truth, and for whose sins 
there remuincth no more sacrifice. See the five verses 
preceding the text. If these w ords donot ** indicate 


what the preacher asserted.”? what words would indi- 
‘ , 
eate if 
’ } 
~~ 


leave the world in a state of incpenitenc eand onbelie f, i 


without holiness, without pardon, without any good 


hope of merey, and to sink down into the abyss | 
of despair and torment, under the wrath and curse of , 


\imigity God.” 
know that this is true??? Ans. He knows it by the 


_ . . ; 
words of the apostle, which were quoted, and which led 


him to say, Jt is a fearful thing to fall inlo the hands 
of the living God. In these words, he is speaking with 


reference to such as stn wilfully alter having known | 


the truth, fread under foot lhe Son of God, and do des- 
pile lo the Holy Spirtt; and who are, therefore, it may 
be supposed, guilty of that sin, which John says, 7s unto 
death, and which Christ says, shall never be forgiven. 
Now, if /o fali inlo the hands of God, in the sense of 
our text, is to die like such persons, for whose sin (here 
as no sacrifice, who shall be thought worthy of a sorer 
punishment than those who died wilhout mercy, who 
have nothing to look for hereafter but judgment and 


Jiery indignation, aud to whom God will recompense 


rengeance ; then the preacher thinks, he did not re- 
present it as a more fearful thing, than it really is. 
And if all those who reject and disohey Christ, are ex- 
posed to such a fearful doom ; that ** Orthodoxy” 
which gives them timely warning of it, may be as mer- 
erful, as that Helerodory, which would persuade them 


to disbelieve and despise it, till it suddenly fal!s upon | 


them, and ‘ that without remedy.” 
3. ** But, at the moment of death, the door of mercy 
is shut against the impenitent forever.”? Ques. ** How 


does the preacher know this ?* - Ans. He knowsit, be-} that, at the day of judgment, they suall go away into, 


 <* eee 


», ** To fall into the bands of the living God, is to ti 


Quest. ** Tlow does tle preacher | 


etniated aes _ ieee -s 
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tcanse “ the inspired writers have declared it,” and they, | eve rlasting punishment;—that the fire of hell is un- 
| well as * Calvinisiic preachers,’ bave said, that he quenchable ;-that blasphemers against the Holy Ghost, 
psliadi have judgment without mercy, who hath showed | never have forgiveness;—that he, who believeth not 
| no mercy ;—that God, while Le is benevolent toward! shall be damned ;—and that it had been good for Judas, 
wll his creatures, instead of * loving sinners in this world,’ | if he had never been born. From these. and similar re- 
haies all the werkers of iniquity, on is angry with the | presentations, with which the bible abounds, it appears 
, wicked every day ;—that he who believes not the Son, evident, that though the wicked hereafter, will * see 
| shall not see life, byt the wrath of Cod abideth on him; the mercy of God with their eyes,’ as displayed upon 
| that it is the willof God lo show Ate’ ratheand make his | the vessels of mercy; yet they will never * taste there- 
| power known upon the ressels of wrath filled to destruc-| of.” And, if their punishment will be endless ; no one 
lion sand that when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed | will be so absurd as to suppose it disciplinary. 
| from heaven, with bis mighty angels,in flaming fire, he Between an earthly parent, and God, there is some 
will take rengeance on them that know not God, and) difference. It belongs to parents after the flesh, to 
obey not the gospel, who shalibe punished with everlast-} correct and discipline; but not to punish their child- 
ing destruciion, See James iit. 19. Ps. v. 5, and wit. tren, ¢ Vengeance is mine; IT will repay; saith the 
i}. John iii. 36. Rom. ix. 22, and 2 Thes.i. 7, 8, 9.) Lord.” If an earthly parent were the Creator, owner, 
Here it may not be & uncisil’’? for the preacher to ask, | and Sovereign of his children, he would have a right to 


ie 


in his turn; if God will show mercy to such as die im-| punish them, solely for his own good and that of his 
penitent sinners, how happens it, ** that all the inspir-j family ; as God has a right to punish his rebellious crea- 
ed writers should cautiously avoid touching the sub-| tures, as much and as long as they deserre, for his own 
ject 2?) And how should we have known, that God | elory and the good of the urive rse, And that you, Mr. 
will show mercy to the finally impenitent, in the fu-] Pditor, and your readers, may be ** satisfied with this 


\fure world, if universalian preachers had not told} character” of God, and may esc ape the fearful doom of 
jus so? ‘falling into his hands,’ is the sincere prayer of your 
| 4. ** They will never again hear the invitations of the | and their servant in the gospel. 


casnel].>* ) « 6 Ei aw looe 1p Par Ienow ??? 1. : TET , Pras er ar 
co-pel.” Quest. “ How docs the preacher know 2?" rif AUTHOR OF THE SERMON. 
Ans, Nol because ** Watts said so,” whom he quoted 
not to prere, but to dlusfrate his doctrine ; but, be- 
cause, * having read the bible he f und that fac red r EPI y 

book said whet is very much * like it.” He found . " - emai ee 

many passages of this import: ** Behold, now is the ac- tev. Sin,—!I am glad you have manifested so much 
hehold, now is the day of salvation ;— | candor as to reply to my questions, and that too by a 


Rehoboth, Feb. 27, 1921. 


cepted time 
| {tis appointed unto men once to die ; but after this the] reference to those passeges of scripture, which no doubt 
lor F Ben . ‘fe ef: appe:s fore he tucloms ‘ » >» 6 r! 

Judgment ;-bor we mus t all appear before the Judgment | you think are sufficiently clear in the support of the 
-eut of Christ ; that every one may receive the things it it ee ig : 

, rsd ~wanigipe dette. > Poke oe | sever } particulars to which you have applied them. 
done in his bady, accoraing to that he hath done, ‘ : rie 3 ‘ : 
i whether it be good or bad.?? See 2 Cor. vi. 2. Heb,| But, after all, sir, so fur from having proved any of 
ix. 27, and 2 Cor. v. 10. Here, “Jet ws reason a lit- points which you have attetnpted to support, in 
le.?? Wiether “ (the sinner be a crenter sinner im o} my humble « pinton, you have manifested a great want 
ioment after death, than a moment before,” of not 5] of that peret ption of the power and application of evi- 


why are death and judgment joined toge'her in scrip- 


agen ig” ong dence which is indispensable in the successful investi- 
ture? why are men to be jndyed at the last day, ot 


. , ae ' 1 rs sari fo fn oe 
| for the things dene in the body, if the invitations of the | | You will pardon this frankness, I 
lrospel are to be addressed to them, and their day of | WOW Hy NO means insinuate that you are any ways de- 
‘grace and probation ere to be continued, after they ) ficient in the powers of natural intellect; but my sup- 
leave the body? * And since the bible mentions no day | position is, that the extreme bad habit in which too 

f erace for si s, € ean f salvation to be used |} hi; 4 . 
of grace for sinners, OF imné nis of salvatiot b use “| many public preachers baye indulged, of understanding 
iwith them, after this life; who knows there sre any. te 


i ‘ kom * scripture according t aditi as hadap ici 
5. ** To them, who are in this wretched condition, ripture acc di ig to tradition, has bad a pernicious 
the Divine Presence is very dreadful. They are even 


' effect on your understanding. On this account, it 
in the immediate presence of God. They are con-|seems, you think a proposition proved by passages of 





{ 
' 


-*- 
— 


tion of truth. 


w= * 


! 
{ 
i 
| 
| 


strained to sec him as he is, in all the maiesty of his! scripture, which no person in the world, not biased by 
ea ys, » savewetente of bic will. te all tte 4 ef ; 
| power, in all the “ae + 1 aay of his will, in all 2 glo-| tradition, would suppose bad any allusion to the sub- 
rv of his grace end in all the terrors of his justice.”? Ques. | . : : er. ; 
. ® eed jject, to which you apply them. This, sir, I will en- 
* How does the preacher know ail this?” Ans, He |? . to al ) pply wt ai 
knows it, by reading in ‘the bible,” that those, who | C©#¥OUF ° waa e . 
obey not the gospel, shall be punished with everlasting! 1. You say, ** The apostle plainly has reference to 
lesiruction from (i. e. by, as the couse or instrument,) | the future state and condition of souls as hereafter be- 
the presence of the Lord, &c.—that the worshippers of | » the subi ishine iusti ” 
the ver shall be lormented with sire and i a tals Seape ie See Oe ene aa ” ei 
‘ ’ ! >| when he says, Heb. x. 31, “* It is a fearful thing to fall 
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence | | ’ ; he living God.” 1 ask 
‘of the Lamb; and that our God is a consuming Jire, | 40 the hands of the living God. asked, how you 
See 2 Thes.i. 9. Rev xiv. 10, and Heb. xti. 29. knew this? and you now refer me and our readers to 
If Jolin xvii. 3, quoted by the editor, is ** the exact| the words of the apostle which precede, which read 
reverse of what the preacher here asserts ;”? then, fo) thus, ** For if we sin wilfully after that we have re- 
know God neg be —, ee “rs = yb bis | ceived the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
sence see him as he is!! Is this the editor's af ; ‘ ; 
preera tae oe ee FS | more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
exposition of the passage : ade t. &e.” Wh: fer ‘s th , P 
6. ‘Itis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the | Juegment, xc. iat reference is there here to a fu- 
‘living God, because the punishment of those who fall | ture state ? It says nothing concerning a future state ; 
° ° ’ ‘ 4 4 | . . 
into his hands, must neverhave an end, Itisnotadis-'nor was the apostle treating on such a_ subject. 
ciplinary, but a vindictive punishme Pl it is pres. ‘Yet you say, “The apostle plainly has reference to 
i ’ t} > cy yu ihe yrat! yf xvod; _) r ° 
| not to show the mercy, but + Seb rai ee ; NOt LO! ihe future state, &c.! The fact is the apostle was 
j reform the victims ol! it, but to vindicate the divine law, } Le; ; . os, < d 
aaah aceateialh - nat to promote the wood of *Pesking Concerning the condition which he, himself, 
| charac fer and government; not to promote the good of oe. = 
‘the punished, but the glory of God, and the good of and his believing brethren would be in, if they should 
‘the universe.” Ques. ** Low does the preacher know sin wilfully after they had attained to their then pre- 
all this fo he true: Ans. He knows the future pun- | sent degree of divine knowledge. This, eir, is as plain 
ls. shia =sepaleas Whe endless a » the} . a , 
fewwny of the wicked will be a — ae a , se 1a fact as is found recorded in the whole of the apostle’s 
| bible’? represents sO, Ye read, that they she o ee ‘ 
ee. ee rigs Re a oe ee writing; but that be had the least allusion to the future 
see life ;—that their end, or last siate, is destruction ;- . aad . “aps : 
state and condition to which he and his brethren were 


¢ 
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exposed, in a state of existence beyond this mortal 
state, there is not the Jeast intimation. After referring 
to the words above quoted, you add; “If these words 
do not indicate what the preacher asserted, what words 
would indicate it?” And I ask, in my turn, if these 


words indicate any such subject, what words would | 


not indicate it? Our readers will see plainly, that if 
you are consistent with yourself, you must endeavor to 
maintain that the apostle plainly had reference to a 
state and condition of punishment in a future world, to 
which he and his believing brethren were exposed ; for 
he was speaking of himself and them, 

2. You say, *“* To fall into the hands of the living 
God is to leave the world ina state of impenitence and 
unbelief, without holiness, without pardon, without any 
good hope of mercy, and to sink down into the abyss of 
despair and torment,under the wrath and curse of God.” 
I asked, how you knew this? And you now refer to 
the context, which we have just shown has no sort of 
reference to such a subject.”> What has the apostle 
said about leaving the world? Nothing. What about 
unbelief? Nothing ; for he was speaking of believers 
only, and of the consequence whicb would follow their 
disobedience to the requirements of faith, of their 
wretched condition, should they wilfully sin after know- 
ing the truth. Now, sir, if you believe that either St. 
Paul, or any of those believing christians, to whom he 
wrote, left the world in a state of impenitence and un- 
belief, without holiness, without pardon, wiihout any 
good hope of mercy, and sunk down into the abyss of 
Jespair and torment, under the wrath and curse of Al- 
wighty God, you are consistent enough with yourself. 
Sut if you do not believe that the apostle meant to in- 
sieate that he and his believing brethren were exposed 
to al] this, you are supposed to contradict your own ar- 
gument; for certainly the apostle says, ** If wx sin wil- 
fully, &e. He is speaking of himself and his brethren, 

3. You say, ** Bot at the moment of death the door 
of mercy is shut against the impenitent forever.’ | 
asked how you knew this? You reply, and say, the 
imepired writers have declorsd it.” And then you add, 
‘+ They, as well as Calv-nistic preachers have said that 
ie shall have judgment wxhout mercy, who hath show- 
-d no mercy.” Let us look at the passage of scripture 
to which you here allude,— ee James ii. 13, ** For he 
shall have judgment without mercy that hath showed 
no merey; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.” 
‘This, sir, is your proof that at the moment of death the 
door of mercy is shut against the impenitent forever !— 
Who that reads this will not be surprised? Does this 
passage say any thing about the moment of death? No. 
Does it intimate any thing relative to a future state of 
existence? No. Now, sir, 1 humbly beseech you to 
tell me what you mean. Here I am as one beating the 
air. LT cannot conceive what a man of sense can mean 
by such quotations on such subjects. Itis not dificult 
to understand the apost!2 ; he was a disciple of Jesus, 
who said, ** judge not, that ye be notjudged. For with 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure ye mete, it shal] be measured to you 
again.” If we treat our fellow-creatures in an. unmer- 
ciful manner, we shailbe likely to be treated in the 
same manner by them; and they again may suffer from 
others a similar treatment. But the doctrine of Jesus 
directed to forgive the injuries received, that we may 
be forgiven. You, dear sir, represent our heavenly 
Father to be of this unmerciful character, totally desti- 
tute of mercy towards millions of his own creatures !— 
** }Te shall have judgment without mercy that hath 
showed no mercy.”” Who do you undertake to prove 
will punish without mercy? Answer—Our Father which 
isin heaven! Then you attach to him the character 
against which the apostle wrote! But why is it said in 
the text, that mercy rejoiceth against judgment? This 
part, however, being poison to your subject, you did 
not recite. Excuse me, dear brother, ] mean no harm. 
I only intend if you argue with me, you shall give scrip- 
ture its due application. All the other passages which 
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notice the supplicd words and see what it would mean 
if read without them ? 


you have quoted to prove your position, that ** at the 
moment of death the door of mercy is shut against the 
impenitent forever,” are supposed to be as destitute of 
force to prove it, as the one in James, just noticed. It 
belongs to you, sir, toshow that one single passage has 
allusion to your subject. 
worse than to do nothing. 

4. You say, ** They will never again hear the invita-| be 
tions of the gospel,” &c. 


It reads thus, ** For we must al? 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things in body, according to that bh. 
hath done, whether good or bad.’ This, in room oi 
Until you do this, you do] tavouring your ideas, is most directly against them. 
Your queries respecting a jadgment after death may 
attended to, when you shall have proved such a 
{ asked how you knew this? | judcment. Except the passage in the 9th of Hebrews, 
1 know of none which even seem to indicate such an 


event: 


You now answer by quoting some passages which say 





nothing concerning your subject ; among which, and 
the first, is the following 


0? 
ed time, behold, now is the day of salvation.” 


nnd | am satished that passage ought not to be 
| 


** Behold, now is the accept-| so applied. 


If | understand you, you mean a judgment 
‘bis | after death designed to determine what people ought to 
passage you have quoted to prove, that sinners, in 4) enjoy in a future world, or suffer, in order to be reward- 
future state of existence, will never hear the invitations 





ed according to their works in this world. But sir, I 
of the gospel ; but in order for it to prove this, it must} do not allow that the scriptures any where speak of such 
mean that the then present time was the only accepted The words in the 9th of Heb. ** And at- 
time, the only day of salvation. But if this be the} ter this the judgment,” have an allusion to the appear- 
meaning of the text, there has been no work of grace |i 

and salvation since the day of the apostle. 


Seer 

}a judgment. 

}?. 

; 

| ne of the high priest within the holy of holies, with the 

The use! breast plate of judgment on his breast. But the word 

I 

you have made of this and the other scriptures which judgment here means righteousness or justification.— 

you have quoted, proves, to my mitd, that you read | And this agrees with the testimony of the same apostle, 
2 J : I ; 

and use the scriptures accordingly as a blind tradition 


| in his epistle to the Romans, chap. 5, verse i8. ** 
' 


There- 


dictates; without the least reflection or query to be fore, as by the offence of one judgment came upon ali 
certain whether they are rightly applied, or not. What) men unto condemnation 3 even so by the righteousness 


does this text say about sinners in a future state of } e-' of one, the free giftcame upon al] men unto justification 
ing? Nothing. What does it say about the invitations 
of the gospel ina future state? Nothing. What istiese! judgment which followed the offering of Christ fer the 
to your subject? Nothing. | sins of the world, and agrees with the testimony of Isa- 
To the same purpose you quote the following ; ** It! jah xlil. 
is appointed unto men once to die ; but after this the | 
judgment.” See Heb. ix. 27, 28, “And as it is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, but after this the judg-! no cay of grace for sinners, or means of salvation to be 
ment; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of, used with them, after this life; who knows there are 
many; and unto them that look fer him shall he appear) any?” 
the second time, without sin, unto salvation.” If you 
will read this chapter, and lay prejudice out of the 
case entirely, you will, as I think, be satisfed! 
that you have misapplied the passage which you 
quoted. You willat-once discover that the apostle 
was comparing the priesthood of Aaron and the priest- 
hood of Christ; and that his meaning was, as it was 
appointed unto men, who were priests under the law, 
todie by proxy in the sacrifices which they offered ; so 
Christ was once offered. And as the high priest under 
the law, offered sin offerings for the people to sanctify 
and reconcile them to God, figuratively ; so Christ gave 
himse}f a ransom for all mankind, by which he fulfilled 
all that was represented by the figurative priesthood. 
Ihave laboured this subject in a sermon which is be- 
fore the public ; and am satisfied, beyond all doubt, 
that | have rightly applied the text. But be this as it 
may ; and whether you see with me in this particular, 
or not, I see no possible force in the text to prove your 
proposition, that the wicked, in the future state will 
never hear the invitationsof the gospel. Dear sir, does 
this text prove that there will be any wickedness in a 
future state ? Does it prove that there will be any im- 
penitent in a future state ? 


of life.’ This jus/ification unto life of all men, is the 


** Tle shall bring forth judgment to the Gen- 
tiles.” e 


You ask as follows; ** And since the bible mentions 


Now, brother Thompson, I think this question 
is predicated on a mistake. I am of opinion that the 
great process of the resurrection which St. Paulso fully 
labours in 1 Cor. xv. is a means of grace by which al! 
mankind will be established in a state of immortality 
and eternal life. As I have already extended this com- 
munication beyond what I intended, when | commenc- 
ed, I must not say ail on this sulject which | otherwise 
would ; but you must either suppose that this resurrec- 
tion is not a means of grace, or that the means of grice 
are used after men are dead, 

5. To prove what you asserted 
wretched in the world to come, that they will be ey 


concerning the 


in the immediate presence of the divine Being, Xc. 
among other passages which relate not to the subject, 
you have quoted the following ; ‘* The worshippers oi 
the beast shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in 
the presence of the holy angela and in the presence o! 
the Lanb.”? Let us read the text as recorded. 
Rey. xiv. 9, 10, 11, ** And the third angel followed 
them, saying with a loud voice, if any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his fore- 
head, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mix- 
It certainly says nothing of|ture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be 
any such subject, and why you have quoted it for the | tormented with fre and brimstone in the presence of 
purpose you did, I cannet conceive, only as! have be-} the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb; and 
fore intimated. the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and 
Another passage which you have used as improperly | ever; and they have no rest day nor night who worship 
as the preceding, is the following, ‘* For we mustallap-|the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
pear before the judgment scat of Christ ; that every one | mark of his name.”” When are these worshippers tor~ 
may receive the things done in his body, aceording to| mented? Answer, when they worship the beast, and 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Does during day and nighf. Do you believe that day and 
this, dear sir, say any thing about afuture state? Does night will interchange in a future state? Will this 
it say that any will never hear the invitations of the gos- beast be worshipped in a future state? See chap. 13, 
pelin a future state? Such asubject is not intimated, | verse 5, ** And power was given unto bim to continue 
nothing is said about it; and yet you quote the passage | forty and two months.” Do you believe that this forty 
to prove it! By applying it in this unnatural way, you | and two months will remain to all eternity? If not, 
make St. Paul to mean that he, himself, and Lis breth- | why do you quote scripture in such a vague, inappro- 
ren were to receive, ina future world, according to| priate manner? 
their deeds in this world. How will St. Paul fare in 


See 





I am not certain that I understand what you mean 
by what you say concerning my remark on Jobn xvii. 3. 
| humbly conceive that to know God is eterne] life, as 
Jesus said, and also that to know him is the same as to 


another world if he receives there accordivg to his con- 
duct in the body, when he put the saints to death ?— 
When your eyes were on this text, why did you not 
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know him as he is; for to know him in any other way, 
is not to know him. But what you mean by your two 
interjections | know not. 

6. To proye that men will be punished to all eternity, 
in an unmerciful manner, you have done as in other 
cases, you have quoted a number of passages but have 
shown "— no one instance, that you have applied them 
justly. Until you undertake this, I might be excused | 
from noticing them at all ; yet I am disposed to take 
one for an example of the whole. You say, ‘* We read 
that they shall not see life.’ See the text, John iii. 96, 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; 
he that believeth not the Son, shall not see life: 


but the wrath of God abideth on him.’ Deir sir, 
“hat ref-rence has this toa future state? certainly 
none at all. When hasaman everlasting life? An+wer, 
when be believeth on the Son. When shall a man not! 


line 2 Answer. when he does not believe on the Son. 


Lioes the text say any thing more? No, it does not.— 


will be unbelievers in a future 


ti t ihere 


in room of quoting so many passages as you have, if 


yor had queted only one and proved that such text ap- 
sto a future state of endless, unmerciful punish- 
nent, your whole object would have been accomplish- 
eds but by qnoting so many, and proving nothing, you 
have done about as good as to give up the argument in 


irgument to prove that our heavenly Father 


will finally treat bis own offspring infinitely more un- | 


kindly than an earthly father has a right to treat his 
differently from the 
by the divine teacher. 


children, represents God exactly 


eharacter given him He signi- 


fed that our Father m heaven is more kind than earthly | 


, ont: 
You seem to represent that this unmerciful, eternal 


punishment is for the coo?! of those who are not thus! 


tormented. Do sir, let us know what benefit you ex-! 


pect to derive, in eternity, from the endless misery of | 
your fellow creatures. Look on the companion of | 
your bosom, i you have one, look on your dear cis Ide | 
ren if you have any, and say what benefit you expect | 


to derive from their endless uuseryim hell, if they are 
of the wretched ? 

Should you write to me again, do be so good as to at- 
tempt to show that you apply one passage of scripture 
Yours ia the bonds of aleciion and broth- 


EDITOR, 


eerrectly. 
erly love. 


To the Ediior of the Universalist Magazine, 


Sirn,—In perusing the ** Universalist Magazine” of 
Saturday, March 24, | observed in a ** Compendium to 
a Sermon,” &c. the followi: ig remarkable passages. — 

*‘ They,” by which I conceive you intend to say, * the 
preachers who are our op posers, ” say * that if the y 
were sure of eternal hap; piness hereafter, they would, 

by ail means live in sin in this life.” And again, ** The 

preacher says, ‘* If 1 was sure of a in a future 
world, | would live in sin in th I would lic, cheat, 

get drunk, commit al] manner o ircinlisiles s, | would even 
commit murder.” In this assertion, sir, yo um must be 

aware that you reflect not only on the principles of such 
preachers as professing christians, but also on their 
characters, as members of society. This will plainly 

appear to be the case if we reflect that, according to 
your statement, were it not for a powerful incentive of 
self-interest, predominating over every other principle 

and feeling, they would lay aside every species of wor- 
al obligation, and become at once the most vicious and 
abandoned characters, ‘This sir, is saying a ercat deal, 
and involves as you must undoubtedly know, a vast 
number of men whose characters are, by oT: 
teemed highly respectable. Under this consideration, 
the public have a right to expect from you, an expla- 
nation, of the passages to which [ refer, accompanied 
with sufficient proc fy as to their truth. If there are 
characters like those, who pretend to preach the gos- 
pel, they had ought, in justice, to be exposed that the 


LERS, €s8- 


world may be undece ived 3 and if there are not, | pre- 
sume I need not say to vou, that you have involved 
your own character in making a declaration unfounded 
in truth. 





sir, that you can quote some sermons, or some proof of 
a verbal kind, which would satisfy the public as to your 
veracity ; and 1 presume that your candor, and aregard 
to the feelings of yourself and friends, will induce you 
to give those proofs in the Universalist Magazine. To 
my recollection, sir, | have never heard a sentence of 
this kind from the pulpit, nor yet have I read it in any 
| book, whatever. On the contrary, | have generally un- 
| derstood tbe preachers of the gospel to say and to write, 
that virtue is rewarded, even in this world in a measure, 
und that even here, the pleasures of sin, are but delu- 
sive and visionary; and that if there were no future 
world they would infinitely prefer holiness to sin. 
Yours, &c. AMiCUS, 





REPLY. 

Our friend ** Amicvs” is hereby informed that he 
has made no small mistake. The Compendium, to 
by no means, 


which he alludes, does, apply what he 


has quoted, to christian preachers gene rales uor to any 
indefinitely. They are designated, being those who 
say that the devil was the first enteersaliet preacher, 
and that he preached universalism to Eve in the garden, 
when he said, ‘* Ye shall not surely die.”” Such preach- 
ers are constantly affirming, that Universalism is a licen- 
that it 
sin. It is not necessary to be further particular ; for 
impliedly says, that he would com- 
sin himself, if he believed the doc- 
itrine. There are, no doubt, very many good honest 
| preachers, who earnestly pray that all men may be sav- 
les d, and who would be glad, with all their hearts to be- 
heve it, did not the force of education blind their eyes. 
| Gut such never say that the doctrine leads to licentious- 
ness ; they never say that the devil was the first uni- 
versalist preacher ; they never say that the devil preach- 
ed universalism to Eve in the garden. 





tious doctrine, 


whoever says this, 
mit all 


ns 


manuer of 





| We are sorry to say to ‘** Amicus,” that we have 
heard many PROFESSED christians and sOME PREACH- 
ns say the very words which he has quoted from the 
compendium. Such a sentiment is but too plainly to 
be found in the writings of the Rev. Timorny Merrirr, 
im a controversy with the editor, relative to the last 
‘judgment, &c. 

‘Ofcourse there is nothing to hope or fear 
from fate re rewards and punishments. And as 
the riz hteous have as many, and frequently 
more aiflictions in this world than the wicked, 
there is 5 little encouragement fo be religious 
here. Besides, a man may find it for his tem- 
poral interest to be unjust, to swear falsely, 
steal, rob and commit murder; and he may find 
an opportunity to commit all this wickedness 
with impunity from the laws of men: now, if 
bis inclination lead him to commit it, and he is 
restrained by no fear of future punishment, will 
he not commit it ?” 





Friend *“* Amicus,’ how does this agree with what 
you say of infinitely preferring holiness to sin, if there 
were no hereafter? 


EEE 


A VERY SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE. 

TUEKE was at atime, and in acertain place two 
brothers whose landsjoined. Their farms were extend- 
sive and sufficiently produetive, with good husbandry, 
io support their respective, numerous families. One of 
these land-owners died, and Jeft his children and his 
to the guardianship of their uncle. That base, 
that unfeeling avarice, which too often finds its way into 
the human heart, got possession of this guardian uncle, 
and instigated ta to contrive a plan to get all the lands 
d to those fatherless heirs, or nearly all, 
into his own possession. To effect this, he, in viola- 
tion of the laws of God, of his country, and of his con- 
science, goes to work to remove the old land marks, by 
which his brother’s possessions had always been bound- 
ed and clearly designated. This he does in such an 
artful manner as to render it difficult to find where the 


{ stale 


which belonge 





Ifwhat you have stated be true, I presume, | old bounds were ; and at the same time placed the new 





aturally leads to all manner of 


land marks in such crooked lincs, and one intersecting 
another in such a manner that it would be next to im- 
possible to ascertain clearly whether these children had 
any land or not. 

The better to secure himself in this fraud, and the 
more effectually to dispossess these heirs of what their 
kind and provident father had left them, he goes to 
work, with great study, art and invention to write a lit- 
tle book, in which he describes all] these new land marks, 
accompanying this description with some explanatory 
notes, gets his little book printed and gives it to those 
children to learn by heart. They are good, obedient 
children, and he pretends to be a most compassionate 
and kind kindsman and guardian. [le informs these 
children, that it is all important that they should have 
a perfect knowledge of the boundaries of their inheri- 
tance, and that they might be accommodated with easy 
means for obtaining this knowledge, he had, with much 
pains, written this little book, which he called their 
Catechism. The children, with as much real good will, 
as the uncle pretended to possess, dismissed all their 
little plays and amusements, and learned their Cate- 
chism by heart, in childhood. They thought much of 
the inheritance which they expected to come into pos- 
session of, when of age, and they looked on thcir Cate- 
chism as their best security ; and would not have part- 
ed withit for any considerasion. . When these defrauded 
heirs became of age and made inquiry concerning their 
estate, they could not satisfy themselves that they had 
any land at all. They could recite the whole of their 
Catechism, and they could look, with wondering eyes 
on the large and extended fields of their good unele; 
but have been obliged to work for him ever since for 
what he is pleased to allow them. 

Question. What will a day of retribution produce? 





RELIGIOUS IN FOR MATION, 


We are happy to inform the friends of Universal Phil- 
anthrophy and Goodness, that after many vicissitudes, 
through which our friends in Portland, Me. have ex- 
perienced an uhcommon variety of success and de- 
pression, relative to their social state and establishment, 
they have recently succeeded in obtaining the constant 
labours of our much respected, Bro. Russe. STREETER. 
From our knowledge of this brother’s talents and vir- 
tues, we entertain enlivening hopes of the future suc- 
cess of a society whose growth has been impeded by a 
want of proper cultivation. May it please the great 
Head of the Church to impart the pure oil to that candle- 
stick, and to grant his constant presence in support of 
his servant who there administers. 


Sl +o 


REMOVAL. 

Mr. Baruov embraces this opportunity to inform |.is 
friends, that he has removed from Mason-street, into 
the house which makes the corner of Myrtle and Gar- 
den-streets. 

seinen ee 
MARRIE D, 

In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Daniel 
Mason to Miss Julia Ann Terrey. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. William Grammer to 
Miss Nancy B. White. 

By the Rev. J. S.J. Gardiner, Mr. Thomas Tremlett 
to Miss Cordelia Dickson, daughter of James A. Dick- 
son, Esq. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. William Goff to Miss 
Nancy Fartie. 

By the Rev. Hosea Ballou, Mr. Newell H. Moulton 
to Miss Sarah Perry, 3d daughter of the late Capt. Reu- 
ben Perry. 

By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Melvin Lord to Miss 
Hannah Ridgway Homer. 

By the Rey. Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Amos Chamberlain, of 
Lebanon, Me. to Miss Charlotte Tarr, of Newmar- 
ket, N. H. 

In Chelsea, Mss. by the Rev. Mr. Tuckerman, Mr, 
Isaac Pratt to Miss Sarah W. Wood of Hilisborough. N.H. 

In Gloucester, by the Rey. D. Puller, Capt. William 
Center, jun. to Miss Hannah Ingersol. 

















DIED, 


In this town, Mrs. Christiana IHearsy, aged 42.—Misa 
Frances Cotting, eldest daughter of the late Uriah Cot- 
ting, Esq. 21.—Mise Eliza Simmons, 20. 
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TO THE RAINBOW. 


BY T. CAMPBELL. 


J'R1UMPHAL arch, that fill’st the sky 
When storms prepare to part, 

I ask not proud philosophy 
To teach me what thou art— 


Still seem as to my childhood’s sight 
A midway station given 

For happy spirits to alight 
Betwixt the earth and heaven. 


€an ali that optics teach, unfold 
Thy form to please me so, 

As when I dreamt of gems and gold 
Hid in thy radiant bow ? 


When Science from Creation’s face 
Enchantment’s veil withdraws, 
What lovely visions yield their place 

To cold material laws. 


And yet, fair bow, no fabling dreams 
But words of the Most High, 

Jaye told why first thy robe of beams 
Was woven in the sky. 


When o’er the green undeluged earth 
eaven’s covenant thou didst shine, 
@low came the world’s grey fathers forth, 
To watch thy sacred sign. 


And when its yellow lustre smiled, 
O’er mountains yet untrod, 

Each mother held aloft her child, 
To bless the bow of God. 


Methinks, thy jubilee to keep, 
The first-made anthem rang, 
On earth deliver’d from the deep 

And the first poet sang. 


Nor ever shall the Muse’s eye 
Unraptured greet thy beam: 

Theme of primeval prophecy, 
Be still the poet’s theme. 


The earth to thee its incense yields, 
The lark thy welcome sings, 

When glittering in the freshen’d fields 
The snowy mushroom springs. 


How glorious is thy girdle cast 
O’er mountain, tower, and town, 
Or mirror’d in the ocean vast 
A thousand fathoms down. 


As fresh in yon horizon dark, 
As young thy beauties seem, 
As when the eagle from the ark 
First sported in thy beam. 


For faithful to its sacred page, 
Heaven still rebuilds thy span, 
Nor e he type grow pale with age 
That first spoke peace to man. 


pt 





Some think it a hardship to work for their bread, 
Altho’ for our good it was meant, 

But those that dont work, have no right to be fed, 
And the idle are never content, 


An honest employment brings pleasure and gain, 
And makes us our troubles forget, 

For those, that work hard, have no time to complain, 
And *tis beiter to labor than fret. 


E’en if we had riches they could not procure 
A happy and peaceable mind ; 

Rich people have troubies, as well as the poor, 
Altho’ of a different kind. 


| It signifies not what our stations have been, 
Nor whether we’re little or great ; 

For happiness lies in the temper within, 

And not in the outward estate. 


We only need labour as hard as we can, 
| For all that our bodies may need: 
| Still doing our duty to God and to man, 
| And we shall be happy indeed. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
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THE PREACHER....NO. I. 

| Rev. xviii. 11.— dad the merchants of the 
} . 

earth shall weep and mourn over her ; for no man 
buyeth their merchandise any more.” 


Ir would be thought a thing almost impossible, that a 
} large company of wholesale merchants should fail, with 
their stores full, and in debt tono man or men on earth. 
Such a circumstanae is recorded in ourtext. ‘There is 
one way in which such an event might take place ; 
which is for al] their merchandise to become unsaleable. 
Such is the situation of the merchants mentioned in our 
text. ‘The merchandise is in abundance, but nota sin- 
gle porchaser; **no man buyeth our merchandise any 


mcre.”” 





We will notice three things: 
1. The MERCHANTS. 2. The MERCHANDISE. 3, The 
} CAUSE OF THEIR FAILURE. 

1. The merchants of these things. These are not 
merchants who deal in the necessaries of life, or inguch 
articles as consist in food, drink, clothing and other 
things in common use, but in things, either useless or 
hurtful. They are such as are called ministers, or 
preachers, Peter says, 2 Peter ii. 3, “ And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make mer- 
chandise of you.” They are suchas trade in false doc- 
trine, slaves, and souls of men; who consider men their 
stock in trade ; and value a parish in proportion to their 
poverty or riches. ‘These merchants became rich at 
first, —(verse 3, ** And the merchants of the earth are 


\ 





riches is come to nought.” 

2. We notice their merchandise. The articles of 
trade are mentioned in verses, 12, 13, and consist of the 
following ; gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine lin- 
en, purple, silk, scarlet, thyme wood, vessels of ivory, 
woed, brass, iron, marble, cinnamon, odours, ointments, 
frankinsence, wine, oil, flour, wheat, beasts, sheep, 
horses, chariots, slaves, souls cf men. In some or all 
these things the antichristian clergy have traded, from 
the Roman Catholic, down to the last who receive their 
decline and practice from that corrupt city, cailed ** the 
mother of harlots, and abomination of the earth.’— 
Those articles, es used by these merchants, are not 
called necessaries, but delicacies. ‘This is the fashiona- 
ble word among these merchants and their customers. 
A delicate pfeacher, delicate meeting-house, delicate 
pulpit, delicate voice, delicate sermons, delicate lan- 
guage, delicate description of heaven or hell, delicale 
catechism, delicale prayer book, delicate dress for 
church, &c. 

Some of these dedicactes are come down to our time, 
and may be found among the merchants of these things, 
who are now in their de/icafe mourning habits, and are 
expecting soon to join the European lamentation, which 
has taken place on account of the present or expected 
failure of these merchants. 

3. We notice the cause of this failure. The cause 
of all this is expressly declared to be, that no man will 
buy their merchandise any more. ‘This is true in our 
days, and even inour country. Things once called de- 
licacies, in religion, ure new become contemptible.— 
Witness the old doctrines ; the trinity, original sin, to- 
tal depravity, personal election, eternal misery, &c. 
with the Westminster catechism, old bodies of divinity, 





waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies,”’) | 





and poor in the end; because there was at Just no sal | 
of their delicacies. Ver. 17, ** Forin one hour so great | 
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confessions of faith, creeds, articles, disciplines, mission- 
ary plans, foreign and domestic, mife and cent societies, 
with a great number of tsms and dans, too numerous to 
mention. All these are becoming indelicate articles, 
though once in high esteem among the unlearned and 
unstable. 

As men become enlightened, the sale of these arti 
cles of merchandise decrease, and they will finally fall 
to rise no more. ; oF 

A singular circumstance has of late happened, whic! 
will illustrate this last proposition. It is said that in a 
town near, a clergyman, favourable to missionary deli 
cacies, stated, that he believed they were injuring them 
selves by so much attention to foreign missions, Such, 
a town, said he, has dismissed their minister; anothe: 
near has done the same, and in the third, the ministes 
does but just stay. This is the case with many ether 
towns. Jhese old delicacies have become stele through 
age. People are tired of hearing that God has mad 
more people than he means to save, 

It is suid, that the same clergyman sent a Jetter 
one in a town destitute of a minister, informing the per- 
son that he and others, had proposed giving the paris!: 
twelye Sundays preaching, if agreeable. It is state! 
that one man said, they did not wish for such hot 
preaching ; another, that if they wished for hell-fre 
preaching, they could hear it in another meeting near; 
another, that they had rather be without preaching, than 
to hear damnation preaching, graivs. 

Surely the merchants of these things have just ocea- 
sion to say, the time is come or is near, when we s! 
have occasion to mourn and weep, saying alas! ! that 
great city by which we were made rich! “ for no a 
buyeth our merchandise any more!!! And let al] tle 
people say—Amen and amen.” 
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From the London Universalist Miscelluny. 
anew 
On Sunday, April 6, 1794, being at the New Chapel, 
‘ity Roud. I heard Mr. R 


preach from these 
words. ‘* Verily verily, ] say unto yeu, whatsoever 
youask the Father in my name, it shall be given you.’ 
in the course of bis sermon, be observed, that we mie 

rest on these words, in asking for complete deliterance 
That we might ask this for ourselves, our ac- 


1 + 


quaintance, and for all mankind. [| atterwards asked 


irom Sith. 


him, ** Sir, if | pray for the salvation of all mankis 
shall Ll receive an answer to my prayer.” He replic 

* Yes, you know the apostle exhorts that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be mad 
for all men.” ‘True, said]; * but will not the doetrine 
of the Restoration follow?” After a short pause, he 
said, ** No, what I mean by all men is, all men that 
are now alive on earth.”?> I asked further, ‘** if I pray 
for the salvation of al] men that are now alive, will my 
prayer be heard?” Tle said, ‘*I cannot tell; only 
God commands us to pray for aJ] men.” 





ee _—— ——— 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A REVIEW ofa Sermon, delivered at Stoughton, 
L& August 20, 1820, by the Rev. Ebenezer Gay, be- 
ing designed to refute the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion ; more particularly a Sermon delivered in Stough- 
ton in June last, by the Rev. Joshua Flagg, of Scituate. 
By Ricwarp Carriavk, pastor of the ** First Univer- 
valist Society in Attleborough.” 

A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of 
the Universalist Meeting House in Roxbury, Jan. 4th, 
1821, by Hosza Baxuov, of Boston,x—Text, Malachi 
iii. 10. 

A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rev- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Kneeland’s serious 
inquiry into the authenticity of the same.—By Hosea 
Batuou, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rey. Dr. Buckminster, and the 
Rev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 
ches in Portsmouth, N. H. and the Rev. H. Batrog. 
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